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To the Village of Ellicottville Zoning Board of Appeals: 

I have been certified as an Industrial Hygienist (CIH) since 1982 and over the years I 
have worked on a vast number of projects for clients involving indoor air quality 
issues including mold investigations.  In reviewing the situation for the property 
located at 9 Elk Street in the Village of Ellicottville, it is my opinion that the frequent 
inundation of water beneath the cottage and into the heating air ducts presents ideal 
conditions for mold growth, which has been observed by the owners.  Given the past 
many incidences of flooding under the cottage and water entry into the flex heating 
ducts it is more than likely that mold growth has been occurring and will likely 
continue to occur if the proposed plan to raise the building with a proper foundation 
is not completed.   

 

According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), exposure to 
damp and moldy environments may cause a variety of health effects. Molds produce 
allergens (substances that can cause allergic reactions) and irritants. Inhaling or 
touching mold or mold spores may cause allergic reactions in sensitive individuals. 
Allergic responses include hay fever-type symptoms, such as sneezing, runny nose, 
red eyes, and skin rash. 

Allergic reactions to mold are common. They can be immediate or delayed. Molds 
can also cause asthma attacks in people with asthma who are allergic to mold. In 
addition, mold exposure can irritate the eyes, skin, nose, throat, and lungs of both 
mold-allergic and non-allergic people.  

The World Health Organization, National Academy of Medicine, and National 
Toxicology Program all confirm that occupants of damp, moldy buildings have an 
increased chance of respiratory problems, such as shortness of breath and 
worsening asthma. 

Certain mold species produce specific mycotoxins under specific circumstances. 
Molds can also produce a number of potentially irritating substances that can be 



divided into volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and particulates (eg, spores, 
hyphae fragments, and their components).  

Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) made by molds (MVOCs) are responsible for 
their musty odor. MVOCs include a wide range of alcohols, ketones, aldehydes, 
esters, carboxylic acids, lactones, terpenes, sulfur and nitrogen compounds, and 
aliphatic and aromatic hydrocarbons. 

According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the key to mold control is 
moisture control. Raising the building with a proper foundation as proposed would 
control the moisture and thereby resolve the recurring mold issue.    

Let me know if you have any questions regarding this information.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Thomas Siener 

 Certified Industrial Hygienist (ret.) 
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